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School grounds patrolled from 8:30am every morning   
Due to traffic safety concerns, students are required to enter the school grounds when they 
arrive, and not wait in Falconer Street. 

Fitzroy High Has The X-
Factor! 
Those lovers of reality television, 
especially Channel 7’s hit show ‘The X-
Factor’ would know that Fitzroy High’s 
own Declan Sykes has been singing and 
performing to millions of television 
viewers every Monday and Tuesday night. 

Declan joined Fitzroy High School at the 
beginning of 2010, but began singing and 
performing when he was nine years of age. 

The official X-Factor website profiled Declan; 
‘Bespectacled Declan Sykes looks less like a 
rock star and a "crazy science teacher" as 
judge Natalie put it. But as soon as the 15-
year-old high school student opens his mouth 
and sings, it's a different story.’ 

The Fitzroy High community wishes Declan 
the best of luck as he continues to show the 
people of Australia that he has the x-factor. 

You can vote to keep Declan in the 
competition every week by calling 1902 55 
33 33 or SMS ‘DECLAN’ to 1977 6655  

Valedictory Dinner – Next 
Wednesday!!! 
If you have not yet finalised your booking for 
the Class of 2011– Valedictory dinner , 
please do so by this Friday 21st October. This 
is a wonderful evening and one you won’t 

want to miss! It is essential that we have final 
numbers for catering purposes. You can book 
directly on line  
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General enquiries: Doris 9488 1900 
 
Staff Profiles 
 

Peter Bennet is the 
school’s Data 
Manager (using data 
to support teaching 
and learning, as well 
as timetabling and 
organisation). In his 
spare time he 
teaches Biology, 
Chemistry and 
Science - a lucky 
break as they’re 
among his major 

interests which focus on natural history 
(especially bird watching), bushwalking and 
photography. He studied Zoology and 
Genetics, fell into teaching by mistake, liked it 
and is now in his 29th year.  

 

Melissa M has been 
teaching since 2006. 
She has a bachelor 
of Arts/Science, a 
graduate diploma of 
Science 
Communication and 
graduate diploma of 
Secondary 
Education. She is 
also an adventurer, 
writer, artist, and 

singer-songwriter with a band. At FHS, she 
teaches science, drama, inquiry and special 
projects like “The Wild World of Woolcraft”.  

school council 
Parents 
David Brant  
(President) 
Education Convenor 
dbrant.sel@gmail.com. 

(mob)0402 540 383 
 
Virginia Swanton 
(Vice President)                        
Communications Convenor 
(mob) 0408 031 531 
virginia.swanton 
@transport.vic.gov.au 
 
AnTony McPhee 
(Treasurer) 
Finance Convenor 
mob)0425 781 405 
mail@antonymcphee.com 
 
Tim Dolan  
Buildings and Grounds Convenor 
Canteen Convenor  
                                           
Jacqui Van Vugt 
 

 

Staff 

Fran Mullins 9488 1900  

Sandra Dickins 9488 1900 

John Hinman 9488 1900 

James Jackson 9488 1900 
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School Ambassadors 
Felix C Year 9 

I went to Brunswick 
South West Primary  

One thing I love about 
Fitzroy High is 

individuality. Being able 
to express yourself and 
everyone gets a say 
without being judged.  

Something I am good at 
is drama  

What I would like to be 
doing when I am older is to be an actor 
because it’s good fun being able to have different 
personas.  

My hope for the future is equality for all and 
world peace.  

Atiida S Year 8 

I went to Thornbury 
Primary  

One thing I love about 
Fitzroy High is  

curriculum and the school 
community – the subjects 
you cover and the sense of 
community around the 
school.  

Something I am good at 
is sketching in art and science. I also have a 
strong liking for reading and spelling.  

What I would like to be doing when I am older 
is health – I would like to further my studies in 
Dentistry.  

My hope for the future is to pass VCE and get 
into a good uni.  

�
Students accessing the staffroom to 
use kitchen equipment 
From November there will be a change to the 
approach to students using the staffroom for food 
preparation and heating. The reason for this 
change is that with the increased numbers of 
students accessing the staffroom, the situation 
has the potential to become a safety hazard. 

To date students have been allowed to access 
the staffroom to get boiling water or to heat food. 
This will no longer be possible and this change 
will be introduced during the warmer months 
when there is less need for students to heat food. 

For 2012 the only hot food available at school will 

need to be purchased through the canteen which 
is open from Tuesday to Friday. Students wishing 
to have access to their own heated food will need 
to come to school prepared with a thermos 
containing their warmed food. 

This information will also be communicated to the 
students through teams. 

Thank you for your cooperation with this change. 

Camp at the Lightstation 
We arrived at school on Wednesday morning we 
were talking about what we were going to do on 
camp and the holidays when we go home. Then 
the bus arrived and all 40 of us got on to the one 
bus. The bus ride was about 4 hours with one 
break at some town in the middle of nowhere. We 
drove along the ocean for a while and at the end 
of the trip Connor saw some rather large waves 
but sadly no-one else saw them, they only saw 
very small ones. 

When we got to the camp we were split into two 
groups. One group stayed near the lighthouse 
and the other went on a hike. Because we were 
both in the group that stayed near the lighthouse 
this piece will be about that group. The first thing 
we did was organise who would be leader and 
when. Each person would be leader for 2 hours. 
Then we made our tents. Most of them ended up 
being okay, except Max, Lucas, Bardo’s and 
mine, which was quite lopsided because the 
windy conditions were constantly pushing it when 
we were setting up. After that we mostly had free 

time except for a walk, learning about the 
aboriginal people of the area around the Otways.  

Then at dinner we had Fish and Chips. Max liked 
it because he had seven servings of fish. There 
was an argument about the groups for the shifts 
in the lighthouse, the whole argument ended up 
being pointless because it ended up being a trick 
by the people running the camp, trying to scare 
us by telling us the lighthouse was haunted “but 
don’t worry the ghosts are friendly.” After that we 
had free time for a while then went to our tents. 

Yr 12 Valedictory dinner 

when 26 October 
7:00 pm 

where Sovereign 
Reception Centre 

who Yr 12  

Melbourne Cup Day 
Public Holiday 
when 1 November 

where FHS 

who Whole School 

Orientation Day Year 7– 
2012 

when Tues 13 
December 8.45am
-3.00pm 

where FHS 

who Fran Mullins 



 

 

In the morning we learned about the weather 
observations and then we swapped with the other 
group, so we went on a hike to a place called 
Parkers Inlet to get supplies. We walked for a 
while and then stopped for lunch on the beach. 
Then we walked along the beach but the tide 
came in and we couldn’t pass so we had to turn 
back and this cost us some time. When we got to 
the inlet we had been walking for a long time, we 
had sore legs and were tired and thirsty. We got 
there and there was a note saying that the supply 
ship had been wrecked and the supplies had 
been washed upstream, we split into two teams 
and made rafts out of logs, ropes and plastic 
barrels. The two groups made the rafts quickly 
and got in, the water was freezing and our feet 
were numb after a few minutes. The barrels 
contained slightly soggy Mars Bars and chips but 
we were still grateful for them after a day of 
walking. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then we stayed at the inlet for a while and then 
we had to pack up and walk to the camp site. The 
camp site was not as far from the Lightstation as 
we expected and when we got there all the tents 
had been set up by the previous group. There 
was a fire in the middle and at the back there was 
a toilet which was only a hole in the ground, but 
sadly the cows had obviously not found it 
because the ground was covered in their poop. 
And there were koalas grunting in the trees 
above us! We had pasta for dinner and sat 
around the campfire but then…. CRACK!!!!!!!!!!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was a Storm approaching us! We stayed 
out for a while but when the storm hit us we went 
back into our tents. 

The next morning the storm had cleared and we 
went back to the lighthouse and met up with the 
other group and talked about what we had done 
over the last three days. On the way home we 
went to the Otway Fly and we walked amongst 
the treetops. When we got home we were all 
looking forward to taking a shower and going to a 
clean, proper toilet for the first time in three days. 
But apart from that it was an enjoyable 
experience. 

By Nick W and Max B 

Monday 31 October – 
Classes finish at 12.45 
On the day before Melbourne Cup day classes 
will finish for all students at 12.45 pm. The 
afternoon will be used by staff for professional 
learning. If you would like your child to stay at 
school for the afternoon please contact your 
child’s team leader. 

In the past many families have chosen to take an 
extended break over the 4 day period. Where 
families have alternative plans for that day, we 
request that you inform your child’s advisory 
teacher of the absence in advance.  

Orientation Day – Tuesday 
December 13 
On December 13 we will be running an 
Orientation program for the 2012 year 7 class. As 
in past years students in year 8 will not be 
required to attend. 

Bushwalking Club 
Bushwalking club: next walk on Sunday October 
30, a stroll in the Dandenongs. Meet at front of 
school 8.45 am – we’ll share rides. About 3 
hours’ walking, not too strenuous. Guaranteed 
sightings of trees, possibly also lyrebirds, maybe 
even a tourist or two if you’re quick with the 
shotty. Enquiries – Peter, 
peterb@fitzroyhs.vic.edu.au  

Club blog: http://fhsbushwalk.blogspot.com/ 
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Year 12 Last Week 
Next week marks the last week of classes for our 
year twelve students. With this in mind we have a 
number of events to celebrate the successes of 
our class of 2011. These include a year twelve 
staff and student breakfast and whole school as-
sembly on Wednesday, followed by the Valedic-
tory dinner on Wednesday evening. 

We appreciate that the end of the year twelve is a 
very significant event in students’ lives. With this 
in mind we know that students will want to publi-
cally mark this occasion at Fitzroy High School. 
We will not however condone any actions by stu-
dents that may cause harm or unwanted interfer-
ence to any person or property. We have been 
and will continue to speak to our year twelve stu-
dents in setting boundaries around what we    

believe to be appropriate celebratory behaviour. 

It is important to recognise that while the end of 
year twelve is a time of celebration for our year 
twelve students, as always our focus is on provid-
ing a safe and secure environment for all stu-
dents. To this end team leaders are working with 
students in years 7 to 11 to ensure that they 
leave the celebrations to the year twelve stu-
dents. As with year twelve students, there will be 
significant consequences for any students who 
choose not to follow school guidelines. 

We appreciate the continuing family support at 
this time, and would like to wish all year twelve 
students all the best as their secondary education 
draws to a close. 

Pauline Rice 
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